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Clark Cemetery Preservation News 
A News Update for Clark Cemetery Families and Friends 

Don’t Miss our Annual Meeting Saturday, April 28, 2012 10:00 to 1:00 P.M! 

 

 
 

 

Pavilion Pad 
 

Join our Blog – visit http://www.clarkcemeterypreservation.org/blog 

 

 

 

Rest Rooms 
 

Top Left: Smoothing out a concrete pad poured in March 

for the Pavilion. The Pavilion also received a roof 

renovation. Middle Left: The grid map display case kiosk 

after having been newly constructed. Bottom Left: New roof 

installed over restrooms. Above: Dwight Cumming stands in 

front of restrooms that have received a new roof. Dwight 

funded the improvements. 

 

Craig and Kimberly Boretsky donated the map display 

case that was installed in the Grid Map Display Kiosk. 

Craig and Kimberly managed the construction by 

putting out bids and finding the contractors to do the 

work – a very difficult job indeed! 

 

Grid Map Kiosk 
 

Improvements 
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Historical Marker Application 
Update 

Kimberly Boretsky recently gave an update on 

the Texas Historical Commission Marker:  

“This time last year, January 2011, we awaited news on 

the Historical Designation; we ultimately received it on 

February of 2011.  On February 2, I mailed the Big 

Marker check for $1500.00 USPS Priority Mail to the 

Historical Commission.  The inscription process begins 

as soon as the commissioners receive the check.  Dr. 

Lawrence confirmed that the text will be composed by 

the state and approved by me.” 

 Our Ad Hoc Committee formed in 2010 and 

volunteers have accomplished a great amount of 

work since then and over the past year to further 

the efforts to improve, preserve, and protect Clark 

Cemetery (see 2010 and 2011 newsletters). We 

began in 2010 with some real “groundwork” by 

having GPRS survey the entire cemetery using 

ground penetrating radar to locate unmarked graves 

and then ordered and put down marble unknown 

markers. Later volunteers measured and laid out 

quadrants of the cemetery and put down metal 

locators to locate plots within the quadrants. After 

that, we contracted Red Wing Aerial Photographic 

to fly over and take a high-resolution image with 

target locator markers at intersecting points to show 

the quadrants of the grid. We subsequently 

digitized the map so that it could be printed and 

reproduced for display at the Cemetery. This grid 

map has alphanumeric locators and shows plots so 

that they can be coupled with the graves list with 

the numbers for easier locating. Later we had a 

display case made and then constructed a 

permanent weather protected kiosk to present and 

protect the map on the grounds. 

At the beginning of 2011, the Association 

received the letter of notification from THC 

Program Specialist Annette Bethke advising that 

Clark Cemetery was approved for the Texas 

Historic Cemetery Designation and we had the 

Declaration and Map documents recorded in 

County Clerk’s office and then sent them back to 

the THC for recording. Later that year, the Clark 

Cemetery Association received official IRS 

recognition as a 501 (C ) (13) non-profit cemetery 

organization. The County Precinct Commissioner 

provided us with a new crushed rock cemetery 

road. Sam Cotter and Melvin Woody along with 

Wayne Clark and others completed several grounds 

improvement projects. 

 Most recently, we renovated the restrooms 

by constructing and installing a new metal roof and 

installed new doors. The awning for the Pavilion 

was renovated, the table leveled, and a concrete 

slab pad was poured. 

 Work on a database for the graves list 

accessible from a new website which is in 

development is ongoing at present. And we were 

approved at the beginning of this year for the Texas 

Historical Commission Large Texas Historic 

Cemetery Marker. 

   
Visit http://www.clarkcemeterypreservation.org/blog 
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We look forward to planning 

the formal ceremony involving 

County and State dignitaries and a presentation by 

Texas State Historical Commission (THC) 

officials for Clark Cemetery .County: Parker 

County, Texas -- Marker Number: 12PR04. 

THC Approval Letter: Kimberly 

Boretsky received this notification 

that the THC commissioners 

reviewed and approved the Clark 

Cemetery application for the Large 

27”x 42” Historic Cemetery 

Marker. 
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Trustee Meeting 
In Weatherford 

The Clark Cemetery Trustees met on 

February 18th at the home of Sam and Ruth Lynn 

Cotter. In attendance at the meeting were Sam 

Cotter, Dave Cumming, Dwight Cumming, 

Kimberly Boretsky, Duard Ruland, Melvin and 

Sheila Woody. Wayne Clark was recuperating from 

surgery and a recent hospital stay. 

Melvin Woody, acting on behalf of 

President Wayne Clark of the Clark Cemetery 

Association, brought the meeting to order and it was 

led by Sam Cotter. The agenda was to plan for the 

upcoming Annual Meeting and review a direct mail 

letter that the Clark Cemetery Association families 

recently received to get the word out to attend the 

Annual Meeting this year and to tell them about the 

Association’s current and future needs. 

 President Wayne Clark will preside over the 

Annual Meeting business, voting on ByLaw 

changes, ceremonies, and introductions. Wayne 

expects to attend the Annual Meeting and well 

enough to present and preside over presentations 

and voting at the Annual Meeting. 

 This year, Clark Cemetery Association 

Trustee and Pastor Sam Cotter will address our 

families with an inspirational message, and 

remembrances of those who were recently buried at 

Clark Cemetery. 

 Sheila Woody will read the minutes from 

the last Trustees’ Meetings and provide the 

Treasurer’s report. 

 Kimberly (Woody) Boretsky will provide 

the latest updates on the improvements and the 

Large Texas Historical Commission Marker as well 

as provide updates or introductions for those 

providing updates on other projects spanning many 

improvements made since last year. 

Barbeque will be provided by one of our 

family volunteers and we have scheduled 

entertainment to be provided by Michael Garrett 

and his Buttermilk Junction Old Time String 

Band™. 

 

Dressing and Playing the Music: Michael L Garrett’s 

Buttermilk Junction Old Time String Band™ at Log 

Cabin Village in Fort Worth, Texas. 

Michael L. Garrett, the Band Leader of 

Buttermilk Junction Old-Time String Band™,  is a 

Historical Interpreter at the City of Fort Worth Log 

Cabin Village. Buttermilk Junction Old-Time String 

Band™ is a living-history organization, playing 

traditional 19th century music at museums and 

historical events throughout North Central Texas.  

They are all about heritage and historical 

music and instruments. They have played in many 

venues in Texas in conjunction with historical 

commemorations, celebrations, reenactments, and 

special events. Last January they played at the Texas 

Civil War Museum, 760 N. Jim Wright Freeway, in 

Fort Worth. 

They’ve played at Celtic festivals, played the 

1860s version of The Yellow Rose of Texas at the 

"Echoes of the Past" event at the Billy the Kid 

Museum in Hico, Texas. They played "Dixie's 

Land," (the original) composed by Daniel Decatur 

Emmett in 1859 at the North Fort Worth Historical 

Society's annual "Saints & Sinners" tour of historic 

Oakwood Cemetery in Fort Worth, Texas on October 

29, last year. As an Old-Time and Anglo-Celtic 

band, with roots in Fort Worth, they play and sing 

historical "Roots Music" — tunes and songs from 

frontier Texas of the mid to late 1800s with authentic 

original music and dressing in clothing of the period. 
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